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Current State and Outlook on North Korea's Policy on Labor
Dispatch Abroad

Yong Hee Lee

Abstract

Due to North Korea's recurring nuclear tests, the economic sanction on
North Korea by the United Nations has been strengthened and North Korea's
economic isolation intensified, Continuing economic depression, North Korean
regime has been dispatching workers abroad in search for financial
breakthroughs,

This article presents research on the transition process of North Korean
policy on labor dispatch abroad and summarizes the policy change along the
ruling periods of Kim I1-Sung, Kim Jung—Il and Kim Jung—Eun, Efforts were
made to accurately figure out the number of laborers dispatched to individual
nations, and estimate the total foreign income of the dispatched laborers based
on information such as local wages provided by North Korean defectors,

In addition, exploitations of labor human right and wage as international
issues along with the profitability of foreign income earned by North Korean
labors dispatched abroad were considered, Profitability and effects on North
and South Korean economy were analyzed for the case when the current foreign
laborers in South Korea will be replaced with North Korean labor force for the
unified Korea in the future, As a conclusion, outlook on North Korean future

policy on labor dispatch abroad and its causes were presented,
Keywords: North Koreas foreign labor dispatch policy, foreign income,

problems and outlook on North Korea foreign labor dispatch
JEL Classification: FO, O1, 05
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